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candidate, and the electors of Willowfield 


were reputed to take a poor view of his 
| opinions. Yet they elected him to Parlia- 
"| ment with a substantial majority of votes 
over Councillor Lavery, the official 
Unionist candidate. . This result. has come 
as A severe shock to the complacency of | 
the Ulster Unionist Party; but, on the 
whole, it probably will próve to have been 
& blessing in disguise. . From the Garrow | 
standpoint of Irish ‘‘ polit 
Midgley’s return to the sa Parlia- 
ment will not make any appreciable 
» | change, He is a Labour man; but he has 
made it clear during the election cam- 
paign that he will not ‘advocate any. 
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‘evolving a scheme for the protection of the 
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Ireland without. the consent of thé 
Northern. people. He also is a ‘whole- 
hearted supporter of the British . cause 
in the war, He has & son in the 
British forces, and not even the most 
_| perfervid Orangeman could question his 
| attitude towards- Northern Ireland's, war 
| effort. So- iar As. Northern [Ireland's 
external relations are concerned, there- 
fore, Alderman Midgley’s dlection to 
Stormont will make change in the 
existing condition of affairs, Those who 
suggest that it portends an early applica: 
tion by the people of the six counties to 
enter into a political union with Hire need 
not lay. that flattering unction to their 
issue Alderman Midgley 
is hardly less determined than the official 
Unionists. Nevertheless, his success in 
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Unionist Party would be foolish to ignore. 
There is no doubt at all that the majority 
of the people of Northern Ireland is tired 
of its Government, which, save for certain 
changes in personnel, has been in con- 
“tinuous office now for twenty years. In. 
the nature of things, the “old gang” has. 
lost the confidence of the electorate; but 
lack ‘of a reasonable alternative hat kept: 
the Government in power. Hitherto the 
Labour Party in the six counties 

failed to make headway mainly because 
its views on partition have not been 
exactly orthodox, atid on this point the 
majority in Northern Ireland is funda- 
mentalist. Alderman Midgley has satisfied 
the electorate in the Willowfield Division 
that he has no intention to adopt the 
attitude of the Nationalists, and he has 


eta, will do much to enliven pro- 
ceedings in that rather staid assembly, He 
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of defence. As Lucifer, in George 
Bernard Shaw's ‘‘Man and Superman,” 
pointed out, it is only in the arts of war 
that man really excels himself, and only 
in the business of destruction that he 
shows hie real supériority over the 
animals, In the art of war man has 
accomplished wonderful things; but his 
weapons of attack still are ‘ns more 
effective than his Weapons of defence. 
He has perfected the land-mino and 
incendiary bomb, but so far he has not 
evolved any successful method to protect 
himself. against the machines. of his 
own invention. He has, of course, tried 
to invent some completely safe method of: 
defence from time to time, but only in a 
half-hearted way; his heart has always 
been in the business of destruction, and 
his swords and speats always have been 
en x to his shields and armour- 
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ceeded’ the Hon. Margaret W we? 
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